		Ashley Melcherts
Black Europe Summer  
To prepare for the data collection stage of my dissertation research, I had the opportunity to participate in a summer school program that far exceeded my expectations. In the second half of June, I flew back home to the Netherlands to participate in the Black Europe Summer School program. The Black Europe Summer School (BESS) is a two-week intensive course in Amsterdam that centers the interrogation of citizenship, race, and ethnic relations in the European context. Since my research focuses on race and ethnicity in the context of Europe, I was heavily drawn to the concept of BESS as a space for mutual learning and source of inspiration for my dissertation. In my qualitative dissertation project I carefully explore the role that colorism plays in how the group identity of Black Surinamese Dutch people is shaped. 
By living in Mississippi, I have been working on this project from a physical distance. This is where I have laid the groundwork and have been analyzing the Dutch context from afar. Participating in BESS has helped me to reengage with and rediscover my own work in my home country, as well as discovering and rediscovering Amsterdam and its Black presence overtime. It put me in the position to (re)connect with who I am in the context of Black Europe, as a Black Surinamese Dutch individual myself.
(Re)connecting happened in the first place through our intensive days in the classroom with lectures from several BESS faculty, alumni and guest speakers. We got an overview of the historical development of race in Europe and zoomed in on contemporary everyday experiences with racism in societies such as the United Kingdom, Portugal, Italy, Poland, France, and the Netherlands. Secondly, the theoretical became very real for us while participating in the excursions and events offered to us through the program.
For example, being a part of Keti Koti on July 1st significantly enhanced the BESS experience. Keti Koti means ‘broken chains’ in Sranan Tongo (one of the Surinamese languages), and on this day we commemorate and celebrate the abolition of slavery in Suriname and the Dutch Caribbean in 1873. Being aware of the colonial relationships between the Netherlands, Suriname and the Dutch Caribbean is crucial in understanding why commemorating and celebrating Keti Koti should be perceived as an integral part of Dutch culture. As BESS participants we attended the national commemoration ceremony in the Oosterpark where Amsterdam’s slavery monument is located. In the pictures that I took, you can see the slavery monument. The people sculpted by Surinamese artist Erwin de Vries, represent the moving into freedom. The first picture is the slavery monument a few days before the commemoration, and the second picture is [image: Afbeelding met buitenshuis, hemel, wolk, boom

Automatisch gegenereerde beschrijving][image: ]the slavery monument during the commemoration. 


After the ceremony, we went to the Keti Koti Festival in Museumpark. During this festival, people come together for food, dialogue, and entertainment to celebrate the abolition of slavery. The first thing that we encountered when entering the festival terrain were these massive posters with information regarding Keti Koti (they were written in Dutch and English). I took a picture of the infographic called “Keti Koti Broken Chains”. To me it represented the importance of knowing what we are celebrating and why? At the same time, it gives us a moment to reflect on our everyday lives, and if there is even much to celebrate when Keti Koti and its history are not integral parts of Dutch culture (yet).
[image: Afbeelding met tekst, buitenshuis, hemel, wolk

Automatisch gegenereerde beschrijving]

Centering everyday experiences has driven me towards my research, and I cannot see those things separately. I want to continue making the connections between what was and what is. I will do that by critically engaging with my use of language; by reflecting on the workings and infrastructure of Dutch society that hold in them the historical colonial context that I center in my work and that is still largely overlooked; by shifting perspectives when it comes to Black presence in Europe, as everyday experiences of Black Europeans also tell us stories of citizens, not only immigrants. Overall, I am very curious to see what I will find in my own research.
I am grateful for BESS program director Kwame Nimako, and co-facilitators Camilla Hawthorne, Stephen Small and Jennifer Tosch, for providing us with a space in which we could discuss and embrace the concepts, questions, and feelings related to the overlooked populations of Black people in Europe. Specifically, the deep dive into the lives of Black Surinamese Dutch people has been a missing piece in our dominant understandings of what it means to be Dutch and European. 
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3 CENTURIES IS HOW LONG MILLIONS OF PEOPLE WERE KEPT AS
ENSLAVED PEOPLE.

1 JULY 1863 THE NETHERLANDS ABOLISHED SLAVERY IN THE
DUTCH COLONIES.

however.

10 MORE YEARS OF FORCED LABOUR ON THE PLANTATIONS
WERE ENDURED BY THESE 'FREED! PEOPLE.

1JULY 1873 IS THE REAL DATE ON WHICH 45,275 ENSLAVED
PEOPLE IN THE COLONIES ACTUALLY OBTAINED THEIR FREEDOM.

300 GUILDERS FOR EACH SLAVE IS THE COMPENSATION
RECEIVED BY THE SLAVE OWNERS FROM THE DUTCH GOVERN-
MENT FOR THEIR ECONOMIC LOSS,

12 MILLION GUILDERS N COMPENSATION WAS PAID OUT BY.
THE DUTCH STATE TO SLAVE OWNERS, EQUIVALENT TO
200 MILLION EUROS TODAY.

THE FREED ENSLAVED PEOPLE GOT NOTHING: NOT EVEN AN
APOLOGY.

ON THE CONTRARY...
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AN APOLOGY ON BEHALF OF THE DUTCH GO\EE:Q?/I%TTERED

150 YEARS LATER





